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Amendment to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

Qaim 1 (previously presented): A data switch comprising; 
means for receiving a connection request; 

means for identifying a protocol associated with the connection request; 

means for dynamically bonding the identified protocol to a port, the dynamic bonding 
allowing the port to transmit packets according to a jfirst protocol during a first 
conrmimication session and according to a second protocol during a second communication 
session; and 

means for formatting the packet according to the identified protocol. 

Claim 2 (previously presented): The data switch of claim 1 further comprising a cache for 
storing enc^sulation information generated based on the identified protocol. 

Claims 3-4 (cancelled) 

Claim 5 (previously presented): A method for forwarding data blocks comprising: 
receiving a connection request; 

identifying a protocol associated with the connection request; 

dynamically bondiog the identified protocol to the input port, the dynamic bonding 
allowing the port to transmit packets according to a first protocol dining a first 
communication session and according to a second protocol during a second commimication 
session; and 

formatting the packet according to the identified protocol. 



Page 2 of 6 



Received from < 1 818 225 1569 > at 10/20/03 9:41:56 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 





1 0-29-03 ; 



7 : 34PM ; BROOKS @ F I LLBACH 



; 1 Sis 225 1 569 



# 



5/ 



a 



Appl* No. 09/511,795 

Jtmdt. Dated October 29, 2003 

Reply to Office actloa xoailed August 29, 2003 

Claim 6 (previously presented): The method of claim 5 further comprising: 

generating encapsulation information based on the identified protocol; and 
storing the encaspsulation information in a cache. 

Claims 7-8 (cancelled) 

Claim 9 (previously presented): The data switch of claim 1, wherein the protocol is a layer 
two protocol. 

Claim 10 (previously presented): The method of claim 5, wherein the protocol is a two 
protocol. 

Claim 11 (previously presented): A network switch comprising: 

means for establishing a communication session with an end device; 

means for identifying a communication protocol associated with the communication 

session; 

means for dynamically configuring a port with the identified communication protocol 
for a duration of the communication session, the port being capable of being dynamically 
configured with a different communication protocol upon expiration of the communication 
session; 

means for formatting a data packet based on the identified commxinication protocol; 

and 

a switching interface coupled to the means for formatting for forwarding the 
formatted data packet 

Claim 12 (previously presented): The network switch of claim 11, wherein the 
communication protocol is a layer two communication protocol. 
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Claim 13 (previously presented): A method for forwarding data packets comprising: 

establishing a communication session with an end device; 

identiiying a communication protocol associated with the commxmication session; 

dynamically configuring a port with the identified communication protocol for a 
duration of the communication session, the port being capable of being dynamically 
configured with a different communication protocol upon expiration of the communication 
session; 

formatting a data packet based on the identified conmiunication protocol; and 
forwarding the formatted data packet via the port. 

Oaim 14 (previously presented): The method of claim 13, wherein the commiuiication 
protocol is a layer two commxmication protocol 

Claim 15 (new): A method for forwarding data packets comprising the steps of: 

(a) dynamically establishing a communication session with an end device via an 
ingress port enabled with a plurality of layer two protocols, the communication session 
having an associated layer two protocol selected firom the plurahty of layer two protocols, 
wherein the establishing step further comprises the steps of: 

(i) identifying the layer two protocol associated with the communication 
session fix>m the pluraUty of layer two protocols enabled on the port; 

(ii) linking the identified layer two protocol with the port for the dxu*ation of 
the communication session, the port being capable of being linked with a different 
layer two protocol selected fi-om the plurality of layer two protocols upon expiration 
of the communication session; 

(b) formatting a data packet based on the identified layer two protocol; and 

(c) forwarding the formatted data packet via an egress port. 
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